
  Minutes of the Third General Meeting of the Winter Season – Tuesday,  

March 1, 2016.  Promptly at 10:00 a.m. President Larry Cox called the meeting to order.  Larry gave the 

invocation, including the petition that we all have a safe trip home.  Dave Roop led the Canadian and 

U.S. anthems, accompanied by the Fort Walton Beach Community Band.   

Sherry Rushing of the Tourist Development Commission took the mike and thanked the Snowbirds for 

their participation in the Mardi Gras parade and the Island Dance Party.  She hoped we enjoyed our stay, 

stop in at the Welcome Center across the highway and take home some brochures, show them to our 

friends back home and bring them back with us next year.  

Cyndee Shagena of the Monday morning crafts group took the mike for a few minutes telling the crowd 

of our donation day on Feb. 29 to the Fort Walton Beach Hospital, the Emerald Coast Cancer Center, the 

Children’s  Advocacy Center, and Healthy Start.  Cyndee noted that 1045 items were donated.  The 

hospital told Cyndee that 100 babies are born every month in FWB.  One of the crafters said should we 

be knitting 1200 baby hats then, and Cyndee said YES!  Cyndee thanked all of the crafters and two 

present who were in charge of the organizations receiving the donations, Judy Beine and Sheila 

Ryndbrandt, as well as all of the crafters.  Cyndee showed the crowd of snowbirds several items that 

were crafted by the Monday morning group. 

It was announced that there is a Kiwanis pancake breakfast this Saturday, March 5, for $5 per  person.  It 

was noted that the sausage served with the pancakes is particularly good.  

Nancy Welhart directed the Fort Walton Beach Community Band by starting with the Star Wars theme, 

followed by the more solemn A Shoken Farewell (Civil War series’ theme), a Sinatra medley, including 

Mack the Knife, Love And Marriage, My Way and New York New York.  Another title was Fidgety Feet 

and they ended a 25-minute concert with the march from the movie The Bridge Over the River Kwai.  

Some of the members of the band are snowbirds and Nancy said we should bring our instruments, they 

rehearse once a week at the Shalimar middle school.   

President Larry Cox retook the mike and made some announcements, stating this was our last meeting 

here at the Elks Club,  that we have outgrown the facility and beginning in January 2017 we would be 

located at the Fort Walton Beach Recreation Center on Jett Drive.  Maps were passed out and the new 

location will be easy to find. 

Larry Cox continued with announcements stating we should turn in the plastic badge holder if we 

haven’t already.  Larry acknowledged all board members and gave thanks to the activities leaders.  Larry 

also gave a short tribute to Jerry Donaghy, a past president of FWB Snowbirds, who has served in other 



capacities such as prize patrol, golf leader, etc. for ten years.  Our thanks are given to Jerry and we wish 

he and Carol Edwards good luck and farewell.  

The Club’s 40th Anniversary party is this Sunday, March 6, and tickets are still available today.  It is a luau 

theme, a commemorative glass will be given out. 

Bill Kennedy announced that cribbage and euchre will end tomorrow, March 2.  Sherry Haworth of the 

pinochle card group stated we would be going strong for two more weeks. 

At 10:45 Bev Mannar, with Debbi Garrett’s help, started pulling numbers for door prizes.  With a short 

break for the 50/50 draw, the prizes continued until 11:15 a.m.  $685.00 was collected, $340.00 would 

go to the FWB Snowbird Club and three prizes of $150.00 each were given out.  Bev Mannar advised 

winners of the door prizes to be sure and thank the donors for the prizes received.  

The meeting disbursed. 

Any corrections, additions or deletions, please bring them to my attention. 

Submitted by FWB Snowbird Club’s Secretary, 

Judy Beine 

 


